Porter Associate Fellows
Graduate Arts Research Grants 2007-2008
Deadline: All applications must be delivered to Porter Faculty Services, Room D-150 by noon, Friday, November 30, 2007.  Applications arriving (e.g. via mail) after that day may not be funded.  Applications must be signed by the applicant’s faculty advisor (see application form) and may not be submitted electronically. 

The Grant

Porter College allocates $15,000 annually from the Porter Endowment to help support reasonable and necessary expenses associated with the completion of final degree projects, theses, and dissertations undertaken by Graduate Student Porter Associate Fellows.  Expenses receiving the highest priority for funding are those necessary to the actual preparation and presentation of the project itself.  We expect a large number of applications.  Please provide adequate budgetary detail and justification, under the goals, criteria, and guidelines given below, bearing in mind that the committee may not have the resources to fund your proposal in full.

Eligible Applicants

All Associate Fellows are eligible to receive a Graduate Arts Research Grant only ONCE during their degree program. The grant must be used for the preparation and presentation of their final project, thesis, or dissertation research during the time period covered by the current round of funding: Fall 2007 through Fall 2008.  Those eligible to apply include:

Associate Fellows at Porter enrolled in any post-graduate degree program administered by the Arts Division.

Associate Fellows at Porter enrolled in any post-graduate degree program, whose research topic the Graduate Arts Research Committee considers directly related to the arts (music, theater arts, film, digital arts, visual arts, history of art and visual culture). 

Graduate Students wishing to apply for Porter Associate Fellowship for 2007-08 should consult the Porter College website at www2.ucsc.edu/porter/graduatestudents.html.  The College only accepts new affiliates during Fall term.

Goals 
To support and enhance the successful preparation and presentation of theses, final degree projects and dissertations by the largest possible number of Porter Associate Fellows.

Criteria
A committee of graduate peers nominated by the Arts Division departments selects grant recipients according to the following criteria:

Quality of conception, definition, organization, and description of the propose project; including what the grant award will allow the applicant to accomplish with regard to the project.

Relationship of the project to applicant's previous work and future goals.

Preference given to applications documenting efforts to find funding from other sources.  

Application Guidelines & Requirements
Submit the original and five additional copies of your application with the required signatures and a self-addressed postcard (stamped if off-campus) to acknowledge receipt of proposal.

Incomplete applications will not receive funding.

If necessary to explain or support the project proposal, supplementary media support may be submitted, but should be limited to no more than two minutes in length or one standard letter size page of images.

Budget Guidelines
Budget only those items that are directly pertinent to the completion of the project.  Request funding only for those expenses for which you have found no other means of funding.

Porter College Graduate Arts Research Grant Application Form


Applicant’s Name: Melanie K Stewart


Campus Address: 1156 High Street. Santa Cruz, CA 95064

Department/Degree program: Digital Arts and New Media 

Applicant’s Phone: 209 430-2950

Email: melanieaway@hotmail.com

Amount requested from Graduate Arts Research Committee (GARC): $6,780

Applicant’s signature/date: 

Title of project: Penultimate Life Point

In the space below, please give a concise description of your project and Relationship of the project to your previous work and future goals. (Attach a maximum of 1-2 additional pages if needed.)

Since 2005 I have been developing this project. My work is about space and feelings. My thesis project is a blend of my lifelong interests and the context of my art pursuits. My goal is to transport this installation after my thesis installation to local galleries and public spaces. 

This is a postmodern installation engaging posthuman technologies, while supplanting ideological concerns about posthumanism’s emerging pedagogy, specifically regarding the extraordinary reproductive process of living, breathing, soulful, sensory human being.
Continued, see appendix 1A
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Please give a concise calendar for completing your project including significant milestones and the quarter of your anticipated graduation:

1. Inception: .........................................................................Since 2005 2.Website and Documentation 

A. Initial website: abstract, design drawings, statements  ………………………………………………………...................November 2007

B. Further Documentation, thesis, funding ..........November 07 - May 09

   3. Funding .............................................................Sept 08 - March 09

   4. Build panels and develop sound and video .....February 09 - April 09

Please give an itemized budget for the entire project including all associated expenses.

Total Actual Budget is $6,780.00

$3050 = Construction accumulated subtotals                           $3110 = Electronics                                                                          $620 = 10% incidental                                                                Total = $6780

Construction costs                                                                                                           Wall framing structure (sections are 42’’ wide x 96” tall panels)              subtotal = $520 Wall surfaces: (womb area – external solid panels, with digital art/text 6 sections: 3 wall panels pre and post womb space facing view                                       $384 = 32 square feet x $2sq ft x 6,  $160 = 16 cans of spray, adhesive, $300 = 6 x $50       subtotal = $844 9 sections: 9 wall panels on the outside of the womb space. Three of the panels represent the outside wall of the egress wall which acts as the start of the exhibit. This is where the documentation will be mounted. $576 = 32 square feet x $2sq ft x 9,  $240 = 24 cans of spray adhesive, $450                                                                                 subtotal =  $1266 Material to insulate womb space and act as drapery concealing back of display (panels of 16’x9’ white blackout cloth) $420 = 6 x $70                                                                                                                                                                      

Total of construction subtotals = $3050

Electronics Costs                                                                                                                $200 = Electrical power cords, $480 = 6 small monitors than run off of a memory stick,  1430 = minimac,$200 = speakers, $400 = remote recorders

Total electronic = $1680 
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Please list funds received in support of this project from your department, from all other university grant proposals (include pending applications and mark as “pending”), and from any external (non-UCSC) source. Please document any pending or unsuccessful attempts to secure funding from other sources by attaching an annotated cover page from that grant application to your GARC application.

None have been applied for, and none are pending

How will you use funds received from GARC?

These funds will be used to purchase supplies as per the budget. There are no labour, or storage, or overhead charges.

Faculty Advisor’s endorsement: To the best of my knowledge, the budget described above is a reasonable representation of the funds required for successful preparation and presentation of my advisee’s final degree project thesis, or dissertation.


Faculty Advisors signature/date: 
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Appendix 1A, Melanie Stewart, GARC Application

The goal of the artwork is to provide a physical venue to seek out a personal understanding of the more mysterious aspects of the human reproduction cycle, namely the womb experience, and it’s apprentices, birth and conception. Using technology, sound from outside the womb will be altered to mimic the sounds of the fetal experience: amniotic fluids, the mother’s movements and bodily functions (voice, heartbeat, etc). The womb itself will be a construction of a wood framing covered with dark soundproof material. The shape will be dome like, with two openings, for the entrance and egress. Traditional arts and digital medias will be fused, to create the imagery of the more visually oriented exhibit spaces beyond the womb. These spaces also guide the viewer on the physical linear path beginning at conception, moving through the womb environment, and emerging at the birth site.

Posthumanism is an important emerging social concept, whose meaning is subject to many different perspectives filtered by author and time. As a result art from the posthuman era also looks (and feels) very different, which confuses the mass. This exhibit will provide the visual, contextual, and actual textual support to guide the viewer so they are better able to understand this exhibit and other new media work not yet understood.

The primary social context is to get back to the physical, emotional human space of reality, even if using virtuality as the actual mechanism. While on the threshold of posthumanism it is vitally important to make clear distinctions about what makes us human and not cyborg. Being able to reproduce, through the pleasures of sex is a living experience, and while sometimes aided by science, it is unlikely to be duplicated with all its aura as a scientific event. This project explores the human intellectual capacity to be awed by this magnificent process.

The secondary context is to examine the timeline or human continuum of conception in a creative, making life from matter capacity. The actual experience is the environment and spatiality of the womb, from the vantage point of a mature fetus. This is the exploration into how we would feel, and what we think about our incredible living ability.

From a modern perspective it is practical to revere the significance of our incredible living ability to recreate our own bodies in our offspring. Conceptually it’s a vital link in respecting our living world if we hope to continue to evolve. Males, prepubescent females, and women who have not yet been pregnant are the three groups of people who do not have the intimate physical knowledge of what it feels like emotionally, spiritually and physically to have another body growing in, and of them. Melanie Stewart describes this feeling to touching infinity.

